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ACTION CU-04 

INFO OCT-01 EA-10 ISO-OO /015 W 

083243 

R030841Z APR 75 
FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9121 
INFO USIA WASHDC 

UNCLAS TOKYO 4329 

STATE FOR CU, USIA FOR IEA 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: OEXC, JA 

SUBJECT: AMERICAN FOLK ART EXHIBIT— AS AHI SHIMBUN/ISETAN 
REF: (A) STATE 067175, (B) STATT 264765 

L INFORMATION REFTEL B WAS CONVEYED IMMEDIATELY TO AS AHI, 
WHO EXPRESSED THANKS FOR SUGGESTION. APPARENTLY, HOWEVER, 
ASAHI DID NOT FOLLOW UP. ASAHI IS, INSTEAD. ARRANGING 
THROUGH A JAPANESE AGENT LIVING IN U.S.A. FOR DISPLAY OF 
HERBERT WAIDE HEMPHILL, JR., COLLECTION. 

2. ACCORDING TO ASAHI, HEMPHILL COLLECTION, OF ABOUT 270 
ITEMS, WAS REPRESENTED IN WHITNEY MUSEUM OF AMERICAN ART 
1973 FOLK SHOW, ALONG WITH ITEMS FROM OTHER SOURCES. 

HEMPHILL COLLECTION HAS RECENTLY BEEN TOURING USA. INCLUDING 
SHOW SANDWICH, MASS. (MAY-OCT 74) AND COLUMBUS, GA (NOV 74- 
FEB 75.) 

3. CURRENT ASAHI PLAN IS TO SHOW HEMPHILL COLLECTION AT 
ISETAN DEPT STORE IN TOKYO APPROX TEN DAYS BEGINNING 
ABOUT MARCH 5, 1976. THEY NOW NEGOTIATING REGARDING 
AVAILABILITY HEMPHILL ITEMS THROUGH LATE APRIL, 1976. 

IF THIS POSSIBLE, THEY PLAN DISPLAY IT IN OSAKA OR 
OTHER KANSAI LOCATION IN ADDITION TO TOKYO. IF 
COLLECTION NOT AVAILABLE THAT LONG, ASAHI CONCERNED 
ABOUT FINANCIAL STRAIN OF RELATIVELY LARGE EXPENDITURES 
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4. NONETHELESS, ASAHI GIVES IMPRESSION OF CONFIDENCE 
THAT EXHIBIT WILL TAKE PLACE AS PLANNED. EMBASSY HAS 
REITERATED WILLINGNESS PROVIDE ASSISTANCE IF NEEDED. 
ASAHI REPETED TO EMBASSY APRIL 2 THAT MATTER PROCEEDING 
SATISFACTORILY AND THEY WILL CONTACT US PROMPTLY IF 
HELP NEEDED. 

5. EMBASSY WILL OF COURSE PROVIDE USUAL OFFICIAL ENDORSE- 
MENT (KOEN) AND IS NOW PREPARING PAPERS FOR SUBMISSION 
TO ARBA FOR DESIGNATION AS BICENTENNIAL ACTIVITY. 
SHOESMITH 
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